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The series of pictures reproduced in the f9llowing pages have been chosen 
to display something of the striking transformation that has come over the 
face of Leicester since the beginning of Queen Victoria's reign. It is also 
our hope that they will reveal a little of the wealth of pictorial evidence that 
is at the historian's disposal: evidence that enables him not only to describe 
and analyse in words, but actually to portray, the scenes and events of 
the past. 

The series begins with a group (nos. 1-9) showing the great alterations 
that took place on the eastern edge of the old town between 1860 and 1910: 
the reconstruction of the High Street, the building of the Clock Tower, the 
demolition of me coaching inns, the change that came over Humberstone 
Gate with the removal of the annual fair after 1904. If that fair has died 
while the Nottingham Goose Fair remains, it is worth recalling that Notting
ham removed its market from its historic site in 1928, whilst the Leicester 
Market Place still serves its original pw.-pose. 

In spite of the great growth of Leicester in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, the town continued to be governed, with increasing inconvenience, 
from the ancient Guildhall. The Exchange, erected in the Market Place 
in 1748 (ro), provided occasional alternative magistrates' courts; but no 
substantial addition to the town's administrative quarters was made until 
the 1870s. After interminable controversy-about the sort of buildings 
required, the site they should occupy, and their architectural style-the 
present Town Hall was erected in 1874-6 (rr). This was one of the earliest 
large public buildings in this country that was neither Gothic nor classical 
in feeling, but "Renaissance", with a Flemish touch in the tower and a 
Queen Anne inspiration in the fa9ade. 

The Town Hall is a distinguished building that evok•s affection. It 
is also an important one in Leicester's architectural history, marking the end 
of the classical tradition represented by the adjoining Methodist chapel, the 
News Room (12, 13) and the present Lending Library. From the seventies 
onwards building styles became more and more eclectic : a change 
summarised, for instance, in the replacement of the old Campbell Street 
railway station (14, 15) by the present London Road station in 1892. 

The town was growing with relentless speed. In the 1840s the rail
way ran in on its little embankment across the rural South Fields, and the 
passenger saw me great new Gothic prison as a fortress guarding the southern 
approach to the town (16). A generation later, the rural outskirts were either 
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submerged under building or beginning to be formed into parks, recreation 
· grounds for the close-packed town workers. The Abbey Park is one such~ 
the Victoria Park, made in 1883 on land that had long served as the rac~ 
course (17) another. 

In the old town the minor antiquities were disappearing fast, like the 
old West Bridge (18) and Wyggeston's Hospital (22) . If the Trinity hospital 
was not destroyed (20-21), that was due in part to the efforts of the 
Leicestershire Archreological Society; but it was · mutilated and unsym
pathetically rebuilt. Much of the past still remained, however, even in the 
twentieth century: in the Newarke (19), in Southgate Street (23), and 
Highcross Street (24), and round St. Nicholas Church (25-26) . 

. The more sombre side of life in Victorian Leicester is but little suggested 
here. The great treadmill in the Prison is portrayed with unusual clarity 
in a surviving water-colour drawing (27). Sanitary arrangements continued 
primitive (29), the streets hard and bleak (28). 

The last four pictures illustrate recent changes : the mauling of the old 
vicarage of St. Mary de Castro (30) ; the demolition of Christ Church, Bow 
Street (31) and of the Palace, the last professional theatre to continue alive 
in Leicester (32) ; and the destruction of the works of Freeman, Hardy & 
Willis in the only serious air raid during the second World War (33). 

I. Payne's Fish and Game Shop, 44 High Street (on the S. side, a little E. of Cart's 
Lane). Note the early eighteenth-century upper windows and moulded ·brick
work of the gables, On demolition. this shop was sold for £3 ,250. Photograph 
taken in 1902. 

2. The High Street, looking E. from the corner of Cart's Lane. The tall building 
is Lord's Place or the Huntingdon Tower, a relic of the Elizabethan town house 
of th.e Earls of Huntingdon. 

3. Lord's Place during demolition. This photograph shows how the rubble of the 
Tower was encased in later brickwork. In the last phase of its life, the building 
was occupied by George Richardson, Bootmaker. 

4. The premises of WiUiam Hallam, "General Dealer", on the S.E. corner of High 
Street and Highcross Street, immediately before demolition, c. 1902. 

5. The site of the Clock Tower, looking E. from the end of High Street ; New 
Bond Street on the left, Cheapside on the right. The appearance. and non
appearance, of the film of R. & J. Dick in the Leicester directories enables this 
photograph to be dated between 1861 and 1867. The building is an adaptation 
of the Assembly Rooms of 1750. 

6. Laying the foundation-stone of the Clock Tower, 16 Mar. 1868. The ceremony 
is being performed by John Burton, proprietor of the Leicestershire Mercury, 
who was largely responsible for the raising of the funds by voluntary sub
scription. 

7. East Gates looking W. to High Street and Silver Street : from a water-colour 
drawing by J. Fulleylove, c. 1900. 

8. The last fair held in Humberstone Gate, May 1904. On the left is the plain 
brick front of the old Stag & Pheasant Inn (with two globe lights outside). This 
was rebuilt in 1905 and has now been demolished. 



I. Payne's shop, 44 High St., in 1902 



2 . The High St., showing Lord's Place 

3. Lord's Place during demolition 



4. Hallam's shop on the corner of High St. and Highcross St. 



5. The site of the Clock Tower, c. 1865 



6.. Laying the foundation-stone of the Clock Tower, 1868 

7, East Gates, c. 1900 



8. The last fair held 
in Humberstone Gate, 

1904 



9. The Three Crowns, Horsefair St. 
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ri .' The T~wn Hall und~r construction, 1874-6 



12. General News Room and Library, 1838-1901: exterior 

13. General News Room and Library: interior 



14. Campbell St. Station, 1840~92 

15. Demolition of Campbell St. Station, 1892 



16. Leicester from tHe 'S.E., 1846 



17. Leicester, races, 1874 



r8. The second West Bridge, 1841-91 



24. The Newarke, 
looking towards 
the Chantry House 



21. The Trinity Hospital durin$ reconstruction, 1902 



22. The chapel of the old Wyggeston's Hospital 

23. Southgate St. from the corner of Peacock Lane 



24, Half-timbered house · at corner of 
High<:ross St. and Thornton Lane 



25. St. 'Nicholas church. an.d the Jewry Wall 
26. St. Nicholas church from the N.E., 1904 



27. The treadmill in Leicester Prison 



28. Rathbone Place, 1955 

z9. An open cesspit in Leicester : 
late nineteenth century 



30. The old vicarage of St. Mary de Castro: demolition of the two upper· storeys in 1948 
' 

31. Christ Church, Bow St., 1839-1957: timber frame suiJporting the central turret 



32. The Palace T heatre, 1900-60: dress-circle boxes 



33. Freeman, Hardy & Willis building after its destruction in an air-raid, 1940 
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9. The Three Crowns, which stood at the end of Horsefair Street, looking down 
Gallowtree Gate. It was demolished to make way for the National Provincial 
Bank in 1870. This is said to be a photograph of the departure of the last 
stage-coach from Leices·ter in 1866. 

10. The Exchange, built to replace the old Gainsborough in the Market Place in 
1748 and replaced by the present Corn Exchange in 1851. The upper rooms 
formed the magistrates' court; the ground floor was used, for a short time at 
least, as a butchers' shambles. Water-colour by W. Millican, dated 1854. 

11. The Town Hall in course of construction, 1874-6. The architect was F. J. 
Hames, who was appointed as a result of an open competition, the rurmers-up 
being the well-known Leicester firm of architects, Ordish & Traylen. The tofal 
cost of the building was £53,000, and it was erected in two years, almost to the 
day. The foundation-stone was laid on August Bank Holiday 1874 and the 
building opened on August Bank Holiday 1876. (These holidays were then a 
novelty, having been instituted only in 1871.) Councillor Israel Hart h.,iving 
offered to present the town with a fountain, Town Hall Square was laid: out, 
according to Hames's designs, at a cost of £1,200. This work was completed 
in 1879. ' 

12. The General News Room and Library, erected in 1838 to the designs of William 
Flint and demolished in 1901. The building stood on the comer of Granby 
Street and Belvoir Street. The portly constable standing in the middle .of 
the Granby Street tram-lines is thought to be the celebrated Leicester character; 
P.c. Stevens. 

13. News Room : interior. From a water-colour drawing by J. Fulleylove. 

14. The station of the Midland Counties Railway in Campbell Street (1840). From 
a drawing by J. J. Palmer. 

15. The demolition of Campbell Street station, on its replacement .by the present 
London Road Station in 1892. From a water-colour dra~g by J ... Fulleylove: 

16. Leicester from the S.E., 1846. This picture shows the recently-completed line 
of the Midland Counties railway crossing the South,. Fields; and a number of 
other new buildings on that side of the town : to the h;ft, ·the Prison, completed 
in 1828 (with the streets laid out between Aylestone Road, O~ford Street, ai;id 
the river); to the right the Proprietory school (now the Musem:n), dating from 
1836, and St. George's church (1827). The sylvan landscape in the foreground 
was engulfed in the Cemetery from 1849 onwards. · · · · 

17. Leicester races, 1874, from an oil painting by E. B. Herbert. The race-course 
became the Victoria Park in 1883. The grand-stand then served as the pavilion; 
it was destroyed by bombing in 1940. 

18. The second West Bridge, 1841-91: from an engraving by Harry .Ward. ·This 
bridge replaced a medieval predecessor, which bore a chapel, in 1841, and was 
in tum supplanted fifty years later by the present structure. 

19. The Newarke, looking towards the Chantry House, the Turret Gateway, and 
the church of St. Mary de Castro. The wall on the left enclosed the garden of 
the house owned by the Coltman family and by E. S. Ellis, Chairman of the 
Midland Railway. It stood on the site of the Collegiate Church of St. Mary 
in the Newarke, incorporating some fragments of the masonry of the building 
in its cellars. The Colleges of Art and Technology now occupy the ground. 

20, 21. The Trinity Hospital, before and during the alterations of 1902. This 
building, originally erected in 1331, had two internal arcades and attic floors 
inserted in the aisles. The aisles were demolished in 1750, and the building 
became two-storied throughout. There was a chapel (seen in no. 20) at the E. 
end. When the present Newarke bridge and the street leading to it were built 
in 1902, the building was again reconstructed and the four W. bays destroyed. 
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22. The chapel of Wyggeston's Hospital (1519) facing on to Peacock Lane before 
its demolition in 1875. The site is now marked in the playground of Alderman 
Newton's Boys' School. 

23. Southgate Street, looking S. from the corner of Peacock Lane. The site is now 
occupied by the bus station. The tall building on the left is the block of four 
houses designed by John Johnson and standing in front of the Consanguinitarium 
that was established by him as an almshouse for his relations in 1795. Its 
original handsome appearance with decorative mouldings is shown in Plate 
XXXV in the first volume of Nichols. By this time (1922) it was evidently fit 
only for demolition. 

24. Half-timbered house at the corner of Highcross Street and Thornton Lane, 
demolished when the Golden Lion was rebuilt, c. 1880. 

25. St. Nicholas Church from the N., with the Jewry Wall to the right of the 
picture. The N. aisle had been demolished in 1699 and was not rebuilt until 
1873-6; the spire was removed early in the nineteenth century and the tower 
rebuilt in its present form in 1904-5. Water-colour dated before 1832. 

26. St. Nicholas Church from the N .E., 1904. Sycamore Lane ran from Blue Boar 
Lane to Friar's Causeway. It disappeared in the alterations consequent on the 
building of the Great Central Railway and Great Central Street early in the 
twentieth century. 

27. The treadmill in the borough gaol, . Highcross Street. Water-colour by H. 
Goddard, 1823. 

28. Rathbone Place, off East Street. A characteristic back street of the mid
nineteenth century, with the original paving of granite setts. Photograph taken 
in 1955. 

29. An open cesspit in Leicester: late nineteenth century. 

30. The sixteenth-century vicarage of St. Mary de Castro in the Newarke opposite 
Trinity Hospital: demolition of the two upper storeys in 1948. 

3r. Christ Church, Bow Street: the timber frame supporting the central turret. 
Christ Church was built to the designs of William Parsons in 1839 and 
demolished in 1957. 

32. The Palace Theatre: dress circle boxes. Built in 1900 (architect Frank 
Matcham); closed and demolished in 1959-60. 

33. The building of Messrs. Freeman, Hardy & Willis, Rutland Street, after its 
destruction in the air raid of 19 Nov. 1940: from a wash drawing by Kenneth 
Holmes. 

The compilers are grateful to the City of Leicester Museums and Libraries 
Committee for permission to reproduce the majority of these · pictures; also to 
Mrs. F. E. Skilling,ton, Mr. Kenneth Holmes, and the Leicester and Leicestershire 
Photographic Society. 


